












PART IV: Ideas to Help You Celebrate Advent
“Advent is such an important time for us to prepare our hearts for the birth of Jesus. By 
focusing on His birth we are giving our children the real meaning of Christmas that gets 
so lost in our culture.  I am grateful for the activities that we have used as a family to 
focus on His birth and the beautiful Christmas Carols that we sing all throughout the 
holiday that prepare us for His birth.” - DeeDee Regalado

Activity: Nativity Scene Re-enactment 
Materials: Kid-friendly nativity scene
Details: Read the Christmas story each night of Advent. As you do, have your kids 
move the nativity scene pieces to re-enact the story. You may also want to leave out 
Jesus from the nativity until Christmas day. This drives home the idea of waiting and 
excitement that comes with Jesus’ birth.  
Signi�cance: Another hands-on way to remember the Christmas story

Two recommended kid-friendly Nativity sets:
Fisher-Price - be sure to look closely at what characters (pieces) are included! The 
one with the three wise men is preferable. Also, this set can be pricey.
Playmobil - much more economical and kids just love playing with the nativity toys. 

Activity: Prayer Basket
Materials: Basket and Christmas cards
Details: Make or �nd a basket to hold all of the Christmas cards and letters that you 
receive throughout the season. Each day, pull out a few and pray for the sender as a 
family. Then display the cards as a visual reminder of the people you’ve prayed for.
Signi�cance: Teach your kids the power of prayer and compassion while remember-
ing to pray for those closest to you.

“My family has done this since I was a little kid. I think it’s a great way to bless other 
families we know and keep our focus on compassion and others during the Christmas 
season.” - Amy Nickerson

Activity: Build Your Own Advent Calendar
Materials: Wood, hooks, craft supplies
Details: If you’re handy create your own calendar by buying a piece of wood, 
screwing in a hook for each day, and creating ornaments to hang up each day of 
Advent. For simple ornament ideas see 
http://crafts.kaboose.com/holidays/christmas/.
Signi�cance: Encourages creativity while counting down the days to Christmas. Can 
also go well with your devotions each day.

Activity: Create a Jesse Tree
Materials: Crafts supplies, the Jesse Tree packet
Details: Look up the information at 
https://www.rca.org/sslpage.aspx?pid=1628 Decorate a tree each day of 
Advent with ornaments based on a devotional thought.
Signi�cance: Another way to encourage creativity 
while counting down the days to Christmas. 

Activity: Christmas Candle and Scripture 
Chain
Materials: Paper, markers, tape, Christmas candle
Details: Buy a Christmas candle that has 24 notches 
marking out the days until Christmas on it. 
Light it each day when you have family devotions. 
Then have your kids write the passage of scripture 
you read that day onto a strip of paper and make it 
into a loop. Make a paper chain of all the passages 
you read throughout Advent. While the chain will 
grow, the candle will shrink - both good reminders 
that Jesus is coming.
Signi�cance: A visual that Jesus’ coming is close. 

Activity: The Very First Noel
Materials: The Very First Noel DVD 
Details: This video can be found on Amazon 
and other websites and is a great resource. 
It’s short (20 minutes), cute, has clever 
rhymes, and Andy Gri�th narrates. You can 
�nd it for less than $10 and will enjoy it 
along with your kids.
Signi�cance: A visual, rhyming reminder of 
the �rst Christmas.

“This DVD is a great way to introduce your 
kids to the characters of the Christmas story. 
The clever rhymes and mellow music really 
make the story come alive in an 
age-appropriate way.” - Sarah Lee
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